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under English domination. But on the 2Oth of Sep-
tember he was unexpectedly recalled to Dublin.

Immediately after the Sidneys, father and son, had
left the Irish capital, the Earl of Essex had been
taken suddenly and mysteriously ill. He had been
seized with violent pains on the 2Oth of August, and
these had continued and steadily increased through
thirty days. No medicine the doctors provided was
of any service to him. His body was racked with
agonies that he bore with manly resignation, and his
body wasted away. " The only care he had of any
worldly matter," wrote one who watched him from
first to last, probably Edward Waterhouse, a faithful
follower of both Essex and Sir Henry Sidney, "was
for his children, to whom often he commended his
love and blessing, and yielded many times, even
with great sighs and most devout prayers, unto God,
that He would bless them and give them His grace
to fear Him. For his daughters also he prayed,
lamenting the time, which is so vain and ungodly, as
he said, considering the frailness of women, lest they
should learn of the vile world/' He talked much,
too, of the state of England, and grieved over it.
" For they lean all to policy and let religion go," he
complained; " would to God they would lean to
religion and let policy go! "

On the 21st of September he died, not many hours
after Philip Sidney had for the first time heard of
his friend's illness, and of his " being most earnestly
wished and written for" by him. "Oh, that good
gentleman ! " Essex had exclaimed two days before
his death, and when he had lost hope of the young